HEAL THYSELF
1N.A. men will have to live up to the ideal placed before them
by Netaji. The work of those who believe in non-violence is very
difficult in this atmosphere which is full of violence. But the
path of true non-violence requires much more courage than
violence. We have not been able to give proof of such non-
violence. We might look upon the action of Shri Ganesh Shan-
kar Vidyarthi, Shri Vasantrao and Shri Rajabali as examples of
the non-violence of the brave. But when communal feelings
nm high, we are unable to demonstrate any effect of the sacri-
fices mentioned above. For that, many like Shri Ganesh Shan-
kar Vidyarthi will have to lay down their lives. The f^ct that
no one else in Ahmedabad has followed the example set by Shri
Vasantrao and Shri Rajabali shows,that we have not yet deve-
loped the spirit of sacrifice to the extent of laying down our lives
in non-violent action. The correspondent has rightly said that
under these circumstances, I should act myself whether others
join me or not. It will be disgraceful on my part to sit at home
and tell others to go and lay down their lives. Such a thing
cannot be an indication of non-violence. I have never had
the chance to test my non-violence in the face of communal riots,
It might be argued that it was my cowardice which prevented
me from seeking such a chance. Be that as it may, God willing,
the chance will still come to me, and by throwing me in the fire,
He will purify me and make the path of non-violence clear. No
one should take it to mean that sacrifice of my life will arrest all
violence. Several lives like mine, will have to be given if the
terrible violence that has spread all over, is to stop and non-vio-
lence reign supreme in its place. The poet has sung:
" ffcft *IWr ^ 3KFft,  ^  ^FPT^T ^PR" sfft j "
u The path of Truth is for the brave, never for the coward." The
path of Truth is the path of non-violence.
Panchgani, 26-6~'46                          (From Harijansevak)
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